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Yes, I have a heart for the families at Heather House.  I want to give the gift of hope! 

I will support Heather House with a donation of: (You can also donate online at www.heatherhouse.org) 
 

One time gift:                                                                                       Monthly Donation of: 
 

___$5,000          ___$500          ___$50                                            ___$500          ___$50 

___$2,500          ___$250          ___$25                                            ___$250          ___$25 

___$1,000           ___$100          ___$Other                                       ___$100          ___Other 
 

Hosting a fundraiser: I/my company, organization or club will host the following fundraiser: 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

My company makes charitable donations.  Please contact:  ________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

What can your club, church or school group do to help?   

We need volunteers to pick up weekly commodities donations.  School groups and clubs can collect household 

products and canned foods.  Groups are welcome to participate by organizing special events at the shelter such 

as craft nights, holiday parties, and other family activities.  Please donate surplus food and supplies left over 

from church functions, parties, conferences, and other special events. 
 

Please designate your United Way Donation to the Interfaith Council of Solano 
 

Amazon.com will donate up to 8% of your purchase to Heather House!   

You must visit Amazon via the Heather House website and click on the Amazon button 
 

Sign up for our newsletter by email: _______________________________________________________________ 

 - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

The Interfaith Council  
of Solano County 
724 Ohio Street 
Fairfield, CA 94533 

Learn more about our programs at www.heatherhouse.org 

Interfaith Council of Solano County 
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Joey Lafon of Placer Title contacted Heather House early this year with the idea 

that his business networking group might like to host a fundraiser.  The result was a 

fabulous Bunco Benefit for the children of Heather House, Hosted by the Solano 

Business Group.  We would sincerely like to thank Alamo Creek Properties, Bridge-

haven Mortgage, Harris Home Repair, Insecurities, Inc, and Placer Title Company for 

their amazing support on this fundraiser.  Groups like the SBG prove that all of us 

can make a difference helping local families in need!  Another big thank you to our 

sponsors; Papa Murphy’s, Home Depot, Tri-Eagle Beverage, and Dana & Bob Neitz. 

Solano Business Group Gives Back 

Printing generously donated by Warren Dunning 

2008 Revenue & Expenditures 

Revenue: 
 

City/ State/ Federal Grants: 119,860 
Corporation/ Foundation Grants: 73,199 
Transitional Housing Program Fees: 23,111 
Donations: 44,724 
Faith Community Partner Donations: 25,781 
Fundraising: 78,933 
 

Total Revenue: 365,610 
 

Expenditures: 
 

Salaries: 214,120 
Taxes and Benefits: 27,304 
Utilities: 16,336 
Food: 692 
Rent: 12,000 
Insurance: 7,435 
Building Repair and Maintenance: 2,100 
Program Expense: 67,495 
 

Total Expenditures: 347,482  

Thank You! 

Continued community support allows 

the Interfaith Council to help local 

homeless families rebuild their lives! 

Itõs amazing to see what can happen when a group of people 
decide to make a difference.  As the economic downturn con-
tinues, our community is banding together to help.  Local 
church congregations, service clubs, and business networking 
groups are looking for ways that they can be of service to the 
families at Heather House. 

 

One of the churches that recently stepped in to help was The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints.  The church decided that they would run our an-
nual rummage sale to benefit Heather House.  While they raised over $2,000 
in sales during the event, something even more amazing occurred.  Dona-
tions from church members began pouring in.  By the end of the day, the 
rummage sale had gone from $2,000 in sales to nearly $10,000 including  

donations.  Taking this success even further, the church decided to continue 
the drive and asked members to continue donating to Heather House 
throughout the  month.  The final results are still pending but the best news is 
that the church has decided to make this an annual event, and will be invit-
ing even more faith communities to participate.  We are so thankful to the 
volunteers and organizers who participated.  Their dedication to service will 
make a tremendous difference in the lives of Heather House families. 
 

There are ways that we can all help this worthwhile program.  Start by desig-
nating your United Way contribution to the Interfaith Council of Solano 
County.  Ask your congregation, service club, or business group to consider 
organizing a fundraiser for Heather House.  Not only is it a uniting experi-
ence, it is a great outreach opportunity.  Your organization will be viewed as 
one dedicated to helping local families in need.  Letõs show the community 
that we can all make a difference by working together. 
 

Randy Benning 
President of the Interfaith Council of Solano County 

Presidentõs Letter, Randy Benning 



 

Heather House Updates 

Heather House Clients on the Road to Self-Sufficiency 

IFC Mission and History  Major Supporters & Funders 
 

Community Services Block Grant 
Community Development Block Grant  
Community United Methodist Church  

Dey Solano Giving Fund 
Emergency Housing Assistance Program 

FEMA  
First 5 Solano 

First Bank 
Guru Nanak Sikh Temple 

Holy Sprit Catholic Church  
Holy Spirit School  

Howard and Holly Bennion  
Jack and Leslie Batson 

Jacque Knapp 
James and Rosalind Malone 

Kaiser Permanente 
K.I. Jones Elementary School 

KUIC Radio  
Mark and Cathy Frazitta  

Nelda Mundy Elementary School 
Pacific Coast Steel 

Paradise Valley Estates  
Patricia Provencher 

Randy and Zenda Benning 
Rockville Presbyterian Fellowship  

Ross Niffenegger  
Safeway Foundation 
Samõs Club Foundation 
Sears, Westfield Solano 

Solano Christian Academy 
Solano County Health & Social Services 

Solano Magazine 
Solano Storage Center  

Soroptimist International of  
Central Solano County 

St. Mark's Lutheran Church  
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans  

Tracy Matesic 
Travis Air Force Base Chaplain Fund 

US Bank 
United Way of the Bay Area 

Warren and Margaret Dunning  
William McCombe  

The mission of the Interfaith Council of Solano County is to re-

duce the impact of poverty and homelessness through the coordi-
nated efforts of people of faith. It is our belief that regardless of 

what might separate us one from another, common ground will 

always be found in serving God and serving the people.   

The Council was formed in 1999 and is composed of 25 different 

faith communities, which include Christian Churches (Episcopal,  
Lutheran, Catholic, Methodist, Latter-day Saints, Unity Church 

of the Valley, Presbyterian, United Church of Christ) and non-

Christian faith communities (Jewish, Baha'i, Sikh, Muslim). Be-
cause members of the Council are from a diverse group of faith 

communities, the  Council does not proselytize anyone in need of 

services. 

The Interfaith Council has sponsored the Mervyn's Child Spree 

event for the past seven years providing new school clothes for 
low-income school children in the Fairfield/Suisun area. The 

Council also donates baby clothes and baby supplies to at-risk 

mothers through NorthBay Healthcare, Healthy Start, the Alpha 

Pregnancy Resource Center, and Children in Need of Hugs. The 
IFC supports the Manna Food Pantry at St. Mark's Lutheran 

Church, and supports a satellite food pantry in Suisun. 

The Council holds an annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Worship 

Service the Sunday evening before Thanksgiving. In addition, we 
operate the Heather House Homeless Shelter, the only permanent 

shelter for the homeless in the city of Fairfield.  

Program Services and Achievements 2008  
 

¶ Homeless Shelter Programs: The Interfaith Council designed and 
administers the Heather House Homeless Shelter, which provides 
shelter, all meals, supervision and security to homeless families and 
single females. The shelter assisted 200 clients, provided 6,555 bed 
nights and 19,665 meals.  

 

¶ Human Services Programs, General/Other: Heather House pro-
vided intensive case management and life skills classes to 101 adult 
residents.  

 

¶ Human Services Programs, General/Other: The Interfaith Coun-
cil designed and administers the Heather House Transitional Hous-
ing Program which provides shelter, food, supervision, case man-
agement and security to 11 clients. 
 

¶ Human Services Programs, General/Other: The Interfaith Council 
designed and administers the Heather House Homeless Shelter Af-
tercare Program which provides case management, food and home 
visits to clients who have successfully completed the Heather House 
Homeless Shelter Program.  The program assisted 61 adults. 

Of the 200 served at Heather House: 
 

21% were children under 5 years of age 

29% were children ages 5 -18 
10% were young adults ages 20 - 24 

39% were adults ages 24 - 54 

01% were adults ages 55 and over 
 

83 clients moved into permanent housing 
 

5 clients moved into a transitional housing program 
 

92 family units were served: 
40 single persons = 44% 

38 single Moms with children = 41% 

9 couples with children = 10% 

5 single Dads with children = 5% 
5 Domestic Violence victims transferred to confidential shelter 

Tammy had been married for 10 years, and had owned her home with her husband for five years when her husband 
lost his job and he abandoned the family. Tammy was unable to make the monthly mortgage payments, since she had 
been a stay-at-home mom, and the home was foreclosed by the mortgage company.  She went to the Fairfield Housing 
Authority for assistance and was referred to Heather House. She left her home with her children and came directly to 
the shelter. That same week, her husband filed for divorce.  Heather House case managers assisted her with accessing 
County benefits (Cal-Works, Medi-Cal, Food Stamps) and gave her job leads. Within three weeks, she was employed 
full time. Since there are no fees charged for staying at Heather House, she was able to save her income and the family 

moved into their own apartment in 87 days. Heather House assisted her with setting up her apartment and continues 
to meet with her in the AfterCare program. She has now been on her own for over a year, is still working and is now 
attending the California Culinary Academy.  
 
A single father with five children lost his housing when his wife went to prison and he was no longer able to keep up 
with the rent. He entered the shelter with no job skills and a 9th grade education. Heather House assisted him in ad-
dressing pending legal matters, and in accessing county benefits. His children were all enrolled in school and each one 

received new school clothing from a Heather House/ Mervyn's partnership. Because of his lack of education and em-
ployment skills, his Heather House case manager referred him to the Goodwill òGreater Bay Area Retail Excellence 
Programó where he did very well. After completing the program, he was hired to manage a business in Fairfield. Be-
cause Heather House does not charge clients for staying in the shelter, he was able to save his salary, and with Heather 
House case manager assistance was able to get an apartment. He and his children have now been in the apartment for 
seven months. 

         Upcoming Events  

Please designate 

your United Way 

donation to the 

Interfaith Council 

of Solano County 

Our family moved out of Heather House almost one year ago today.  We had to come to California for a job, but were treated very 
badly by our employer, and watched as others on the job site were also treated poorly. Once we were no longer employed, we spent all 
of the money that we had, and maxed out our credit cards staying at hotels. Heather House gave us the opportunity to save our money, 
and a place to re-group. The chores or assignments that we were given were no problem, because we were already disciplined in those 

areas. My husband and I are now both employed, and we are doing well. We are grateful that Heather House was there for us. 

One Familyõs Success Story from Heather House 

Demographics 
 

In 2008, Heather House served 200 

(unduplicated) homeless individuals.   

These statistics demonstrate that  
homelessness affects all ages.   

A Taste of  Solano 
Save the Date! 

Thursday, October 15 

6:30-9:30 PM  

Rancho Solano, Fairfield 

September Swing 
Sunday, September 20 

3:00-6:00 PM  

The Buck Mansion  
Carriage House & Gardens 

In Vacaville 

Enjoy the nostalgic sounds of  

Jonathan Poretz & his band 
Wine Tasting & Wine Auction  

$35 per person 

Tickets available at: 

www.heatherhouse.org/events.asp 

Enjoy gourmet appetizers & desserts, 
wine & beer tasting, and retro soda bar 


